
 Sunset Ridge District 29 

Parent Connections 

Thursday February 7, 2019 

8:45-10:15am 

Sunset Ridge School 

 

District 29 Parent Connections fosters the social and emotional development of children  

by facilitating the sharing of information and resources, providing networking opportunities, and offering 

mutual support for District parents and community members. 

 

Minutes 
 

I. Attendance: Stange, E.; Whittaker, T.; Clarke, S.; McGarry, S.; Macina, A; Marinello, E.; Damon, J.; 

Subeck, T.; Fitzgerald, S.; Peterson, A.; Gallagher, M.; Crawford, S. 

 

II. Welcome & Introductions: 

 

III. Reports: 

a. SEL Update: Topic of the day. 

b. PTO: The PTO Benefit was a huge success! On-line bidding went very well again this year. 

Records were broken for both attendance and on-line bidding. It was discussed briefly about 

hosting the next PTO Benefit at Sunset Ridge School. Rules and laws prohibit alcohol at schools.   

c. Parent University/Book Talks: Nothing mentioned. 

 

IV. Family Service Night: 

a. Reflections: The 8th Grade turnout and participation was great! Giving specific assignments to 

the students is key. We did run out of supplies rather quickly. There needs to be consistency with 

teacher incentives for the students to bring in supplies. Next year, we need to have a better place 

to collect non-perishable foods. 

 

V. Topic(s) of the Day: 

a. Discussion: Social Emotional Learning (SEL) - We looked at and discussed the Summary of 

“Disconnects” and Corresponding Actions handout. We also looked at the Social and Emotional 

Learning (SEL) in District 29 handout. We talked about CASEL, and the Rush Neuro Behavior 

Study – see survey and results. Discussed reflecting on the new SEL programs like Service 

Leagues, and how we need to evaluate the effectiveness of the SEL programs in District 29. We 

also discussed curriculum. Collaboration works for some students and not others. The increasing 

emphasis on collaboration in curriculum. Who works best with who? Communication and 

Collaboration is 21st Century Learning. 

b. Debrief: Homework – Discussed the 7th Grade Math curriculum. 

 

VI. Emerging Issues & Topics: 

a. Discussion of the Social Justice Survey – What is appropriate? Discussed the microcosm of our 

society. What are the pros and cons, are they age appropriate? There were many different 



reactions across the board. Discussed political, philosophical and religious beliefs as well as 

inclusion and acceptance. Protocols for this type of survey and for all sensitive topics should be 

followed before sending something out to students. 4th and 5th Graders are not junior high 

students, appropriate age levels. How do we continue without making children feel like their 

opinions count? Parents with experiences should be tapped for the Social Justice Committee. The 

bottom line is, what unites us, not divides us. 

 

 

 


